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Executive Summary 
 
Over the past year, a number of issues have surfaced related to the operation of 
farm vehicles.  The issues generally pertain to whether the statutory provisions 
have been properly applied to eligible vehicles, whether such vehicles are 
entitled to certain farm vehicle exemptions, and how the operation of farm 
vehicles can be properly enforced. 
 
The Departments of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, Motor Vehicles, and State 
Police all play a role with respect to the enforcement of the operation of farm 
vehicles.  Representatives from these three agencies have met throughout the 
year to identify and address farm vehicle issues and to develop a variety of 
responses that will help to resolve the issues. 
 
In general, the agencies have developed: 
 
• Proposed changes to the permitting process by which farm vehicles are 

exempted from various statutory provisions imposed on all vehicles. 
 
• A process to better monitor and enforce proper use of exemptions when 

granted. 
 
• Legislative proposals to clarify statutes where needed and to streamline the 

exemptions application process. 
 
• A proposal to study and review the current statutory provisions and 

enforcement efforts for both registered and unregistered farm vehicles. 
 
• Recommendations concerning cross-border issues with Virginia farm vehicles 

operating in North Carolina. 
 
The agencies have also worked closely with representatives of the Virginia Farm 
Bureau, which has committed to sponsoring part of the legislative proposals 
presented here in the 2011General Assembly Session and helped the agencies 
disseminate important information. 
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Introduction 
 
At the request of Chairman Joe T. May, the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS), the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), and the 
Department of State Police (VSP) (referred to collectively hereafter as "the 
agencies") have prepared this report for presentation to the Joint Commission on 
Transportation Accountability.  This report addresses five specific issues that 
impact the agencies collectively, all of which relate to the operation of farm 
vehicles: 
 
Issue 1: Overweight Farm Machinery 
 
Pertaining to the exemption of certain farm machinery from statutory maximum 
vehicle weight limits. 
 
Issue 2: Out-of-State Harvest Vehicles 
 
Pertaining to the use of out-of-state harvest vehicle exemption permits by 
vehicles not principally engaged in the transportation of farm produce. 
 
Issue 3: Unregistered Farm Vehicles in Virginia 
 
Pertaining to the operation of farm-use vehicles that are exempt from registration, 
inspection, and insurance requirements in Virginia. 
 
Issue 4: The Operation of Unregistered Virginia Farm Vehicles in North 
Carolina 
 
Pertaining to the citation by North Carolina law enforcement of Virginia farmers 
operating unregistered farm-use vehicles into North Carolina. 
 
Issue 5: Registered Farm Vehicles in Virginia 
 
Pertaining to the operation of farm-use vehicles elected to be registered with 
DMV. 
 
The agencies were asked to present their own views on these issues; however, 
all three agencies share the views provided in this report.  While several of the 
issues presented have solutions that are currently being pursued, or have 
already been implemented, all issues are open to additional action by the 
Commission.  The agencies ask only that proposed solutions seek to further the 
following shared goals: 
 
1. Protect Commonwealth revenue; 
2. Avoid undue burden on farmers; and 
3. Promote highway safety. 
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Issue 1 
 

Overweight Farm Machinery 
 
Current Law: 
 
Virginia Code § 46.2-1102 provides that: 
 

The vehicle size limitations contained in Articles 14 through 17 of Chapter 
10 of Title 46.2 shall not apply to any farm machinery or agricultural 
multipurpose drying unit when such farm machinery or agricultural drying 
unit is temporarily propelled, hauled, transported, or moved on the 
highway by a farm machinery distributor or dealer, fertilizer distributor, or 
farmer in the ordinary course of business.   

 
The Articles referenced in that section apply to the following: 
 
Article 14 (§§ 46.2-1101 through 46.2-1104): Maximum Vehicle Size, Generally 
Article 15 (§§ 46.2-1105 through 46.2-1111): Maximum Vehicle Widths and Heights 
Article 16 (§§ 46.2-1112 through 46.2-1121): Maximum Vehicle Lengths 
Article 17 (§§ 46.2-1122 through 46.2-1138.2): Maximum Vehicle Weights 
 
The full text of § 46.2-1102 is provided in Attachment A. 
 
Issue: 
 
DMV has always understood § 46.2-1102 as exempting farm machinery from 
statutory weight limitations, as well as from size limitations.  Plain reading of the 
statute would suggest that, since Article 17 is included in the Articles that are 
inapplicable to farm machinery, farm machinery is exempt from weight 
limitations; however, at least one Commonwealth's Attorney (in Pittsylvania 
County) has interpreted § 46.2-1102 as exempting farm machinery from size 
limitations (height, width, and length) only, because the word "weight" is not 
included in the statute.  Based on this interpretation, state troopers have been 
citing farmers for overweight farm equipment. 
 
Action: 
 
The agencies are in agreement that § 46.2-1102 should exempt farm machinery 
from the weight limitations of Article 17, but that the language of the section 
should be clarified.  The agencies met with representatives of the Secretary of 
Transportation's Office and the Virginia Farm Bureau to discuss enforcement and 
possible Code changes.  At that meeting, the Virginia Farm Bureau agreed to 
develop language and solicit a patron for a bill in the 2011 General Assembly 
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Session.  Delegate Edward T. Scott has agreed to carry the legislation for the 
Farm Bureau.   
 
The proposed language offers a simple solution to the problem by adding 
"weight" where necessary.  It also carves out exceptions to the weight limit 
exemption in order to protect the integrity of the Interstate highway system.  A 
preliminary draft of the language is included in Attachment B. 
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Issue 2 
 

Out-of-State Harvest Vehicles 
 
Current Law: 
 
Under Virginia Code § 46.2-668, a vehicle registered in another state is exempt 
from registration and motor fuel road use tax requirements in Virginia if it is 
engaged in the transportation of farm produce that is:  
 
1. incidental to harvesting operations; 
2. no more than 20 miles along a public highway "to a storage house, packing 
plant, market, or transportation terminal;" 
3. only seasonal; and 
4. performed under an exemption permit issued by DMV. 
 
Permits are valid for 90 days from the date of issuance.  They are free for 
vehicles that are not subject to motor fuel road use taxes and $100 for vehicles 
that are.  Applications are made through VSP, which certifies the applicants' 
eligibility to DMV, which, in turn, issues the exemption permits.  The full Code 
section is included in Attachment C. 
 
Issue: 
 
The issue here is with an apparent loophole in the current law, which does not 
require the vehicles to be principally engaged in transporting farm produce.  
Earlier this year, law enforcement discovered instances of vehicles on the 
Eastern Shore that had obtained the out-of-state harvest vehicle exemption, but 
were engaged in activities other than transporting farm produce.  These vehicles 
were carrying token amounts of farm produce in order to qualify for the 
exemption, but were actually being used to transport migrant workers. 
 
Action: 
 
In June 2010, the agencies developed a flyer to be included with applications for 
out-of-state harvest vehicle exemption permits received from farms on the 
Eastern Shore.  The flyer clarifies the rules for the exemption permits and 
stresses that the permits are being strictly enforced.  To date, only applicants 
from the Eastern Shore have received the flyer and VDACS has indicated that 
the effort is working.  Farmers in other regions of the state will also receive the 
flyer if law enforcement discovers this problem in those areas, as well.  A copy of 
the flyer is provided in Attachment D. 
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The agencies have also identified a need for legislative action to address this 
issue.  DMV has prepared statutory language as part of its 2011 legislation 
package.  The draft language clarifies that the vehicle must be principally 
engaged in transporting farm produce.  In addition, the proposed legislation 
streamlines the application process by transfering responsibility entirely to DMV 
and increases the fee for the permits from $100 to $150.  The transfer of 
responsibility removes the requirement of VSP to certify that an applicant is 
eligible, while the fee increase conforms the fee to the flat road tax fee levied in 
Chapter 27 of Title 58.1 of the Virginia Code, which was raised in 2007.  The fees 
had been equivalent until that year.  The draft statutory language is included in 
Attachment E. 
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Issue 3 
 

Unregistered Farm Vehicles in Virginia 
 
Current Law: 
 
Virginia Code §§ 46.2-664, 46.2-665, 46.2-666, 46.2-670, 46.2-672, and 46.2-
673 permit the operation of unregistered farm-use motor vehicles in Virginia.  
Section 46.2-665 provides the general exemption, while the other sections apply 
to specific vehicle uses, such as the seasonal transportation of livestock and the 
transporting of cotton.  Section 46.2-673 permits these vehicles to return to the 
farm, in the event the return trip is not expressly permitted in the other provisions. 
These Code sections are presented in Attachment F. 
 
The general registration exemption applies only to pickup trucks, panel trucks, 
sport utility vehicles, and vehicles with gross weights above 7,500 pounds.  In 
addition to the restriction of vehicle type, these vehicles may only be used to: 
 
1. Cross a highway; 
2. Travel no more than 30 miles along a highway to move from one part of the 
owner's land to another; 
3. Travel to and from a repair shop for repairs to the vehicle or fixtures on the 
vehicle; 
4. Take another unregistered farm-use vehicle to a repair shop; 
5. Haul farm-generated garbage to a refuse disposal facility; or 
6. Travel no more than 30 miles along a highway in order to obtain supplies for 
the farm. 
 
The registration exemption for these vehicles also provides them with 
exemptions from safety inspection and minimum automobile liability insurance 
requirements.  These vehicles may or may not possess adequate safety 
equipment and may or may not be insured.  If the owner chooses not to purchase 
automobile insurance, unregistered farm vehicles may be covered under another 
type of insurance policy, such as homeowner's insurance. 
 
As a signal to law enforcement that the vehicles are exempt from registration, 
unregistered farm vehicles typically display a sign indicating that they are for farm 
use.  This indicator is usually in the form of homemade or retail cardboard or 
metal license tags, but it may also be painted directly on the rear of the vehicle. 
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Issues: 
 
The agencies have identified a number of concerns about unregistered farm 
vehicles.  First, there is an apparent problem of abuse of the exemption, which is 
difficult to enforce.  In general, the abuse comes in the form of individuals who do 
not have a farm operating vehicles under the auspices of "farm use" or farmers 
who operate properly exempted vehicles outside of the limitations imposed by 
the Code.   
 
Second, the lack of registration fees means that these vehicles do not contribute 
to road maintenance funds.  Since many of these vehicles are heavy, with gross 
weights over 7,500 pounds, significant numbers of these vehicles on the road 
may contribute substantially to road damage in some areas of the state.  
 
Third, the exemption for mandatory insurance presents difficulties when these 
unregistered vehicles are involved in crashes and their owners are at fault.  In 
some cases, the owner may have sufficient other insurance to cover their liability, 
but there is a significant possibility that the vehicle is not insured at all.  Crashes 
involving uninsured unregistered farm vehicles represent the potential for 
insufficiently compensated victims and higher insurance rates for all drivers. 
 
Finally, and tangentially related to the insurance concern above, the exemption of 
these vehicles from annual safety inspections may mean that unsafe vehicles are 
operating daily, and legally, on Virginia's highways.  The Virginia Highway Safety 
Office (HSO) reports that unregistered farm vehicles play a role in motor vehicle-
related crashed and fatalities yearly, which supports the agencies' concern.   
 
HSO's crash statistics indicate that the number of people killed or injured in 
crashes involving unregistered farm vehicles has increased approximately 21% 
between 2008 and 2009.  In 2008, one person was killed and 46 injured in 82 
crashes, but those numbers increased in 2009 to three people killed and 54 
injured in 114 crashes.  HSO estimates that eight people will be killed and 98 
injured in 138 crashes by the end of 2010, a nearly 86% increase from 2009.   
 
Over the same time period, crashes involving registered farm vehicles, which are 
required to meet inspection and insurance requirements, have resulted in only 
one fatality, in 2008.  For 2008, in addition to the fatality, 39 people were injured 
in 127 crashes.  In 2009, 54 people were injured in 138 crashes.  HSO estimates 
that 60 people will be injured in 141 crashes by the end of 2010.  These statistics 
suggest that requiring annual safety inspections and minimum automobile liability 
insurance limits for farm vehicles saves lives. 
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Action: 
 
In 2010, the General Assembly enacted legislation that removed passenger cars 
from the list of exempted farm-use vehicles in § 46.2-665.  This change is 
already helping the enforcement of farm-use vehicles in Southwest Virginia, but 
more time is needed to determine the full impact of the law. 
 
The agencies believe that further study of these issues is necessary to better 
understand the impact of unregistered farm vehicles on Virginia's highways.  To 
that extent, the agencies are committed to gathering stakeholders together in 
2011 to attempt to find workable solutions that may be presented in the 2012 
General Assembly session. 
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Issue 4 
 

Operation of Unregistered Virginia Farm Vehicles in 
North Carolina 

 
 
Current Law: 
In addition to the Code sections presented above (and in Attachment F), this 
issue is impacted by North Carolina law.  North Carolina General Statutes § 20-
51 does not permit the operation of unregistered farm motor vehicles on North 
Carolina highways, except to access adjoining properties separated by a 
roadway.  This exemption is not limited to farmers, but extends to all property 
owners.  A variety of farm-use equipment, including trailers, tractors, and 
agricultural spreaders are permitted to be operated or towed without registration.  
The statute is included as Attachment G. 
 
Issue: 
 
In 1996, Virginia Farm Bureau received a letter from the North Carolina Division 
of Motor Vehicles Enforcement Section indicating that Virginia farmers would be 
allowed to operate unregistered farm-use motor vehicles in North Carolina, 
provided they were operating within Virginia law.  Specifically, the letter states 
that farmers will be allowed to operate on North Carolina highways if they are 
within 30 miles of their Virginia property and traveling to their own land in North 
Carolina.  Until this year, there had been no question of this apparent reciprocity. 
 
This year, the Virginia Farm Bureau was notified that farmers along the North 
Carolina border were being cited for operating unregistered vehicles in North 
Carolina.  According to the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the North Carolina Highway Patrol, officers had no 
knowledge of the 1996 letter.  Upon receipt of a letter from Virginia Secretary of 
Agriculture and Forestry, Todd Haymore, North Carolina officials confirmed with 
their Attorney General's Office that the 1996 letter was improper and that no 
reciprocity for unregistered farm vehicles existed.  The basis for the decision was 
that North Carolina could not extend those privileges to Virginia farmers when it 
did not allow for the operation of unregistered farm-use vehicles by North 
Carolina residents.  North Carolina had no concerns with the operation of 
registered farm vehicles. 
 
Copies of the 1996 and 2010 letters are included in Attachments H through J. 
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Action: 
 
In August 2010, DMV and VDACS met to discuss this issue.  The 
Commissioners agreed to craft a memorandum explaining the problem and 
recommending solutions.  The memorandum (Attachment K) was completed and 
sent to the Virginia Farm Bureau and the Virginia Agribusiness Council.  Those 
two groups were asked to disseminate the memorandum to farmers along 
Virginia's border with North Carolina. 
 
The memorandum recommended that border farmers take one of two actions to 
avoid citations for the operation of unregistered vehicles in North Carolina.  First, 
if practical, farmers could choose to avoid traveling into North Carolina in 
unregistered farm vehicles.  Second, farmers could register their qualifying 
vehicles with DMV-issued farm-use license plates.  VDACS and DMV endorsed 
option two. 
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Issue 5 
 

Registered Farm Vehicles in Virginia 
 
Current Law: 
 
If they choose, farmers may register farm vehicles with DMV under Virginia Code 
§ 46.2-698.  Only vehicles with gross weights of 7,500 pounds or more that are 
used exclusively for farm use are eligible for registration. 
 
Registering a farm vehicle allows the farmer to use the vehicle: 
 
1. To transport agricultural products for sale, and tools, equipment, and supplies 
for use at the farm, and any other transportation incidental to farm operations; 
2. To transport forest products or materials that originate at the farm or are 
necessary for farm operations; 
3. To transport produce, supplies, equipment, or materials to another farm as 
part of a cooperative agreement; or 
4. For personal use for attending church, seeking medical treatment, and 
obtaining supplies or other household necessities. 
 
An applicant for farm-use license plates must certify to DMV that the vehicle is for 
use on a farm as defined in § 46.2-698.  A "farm" means: 
 

one or more areas of land used for the production, cultivation, growing, or 
harvesting of agricultural products, but does not include a tree farm that is 
not also a nursery or Christmas tree farm, unless it is part of what 
otherwise is a farm. As used in this section, the term "agricultural 
products" means any nursery plants; Christmas trees; horticultural, 
viticultural, and other cultivated plants and crops; aquaculture; dairy; 
livestock; poultry; bee; or other farm products. 

 
The applicant must provide DMV with the acreage of the farm, the types and 
annual amounts of the commodities produced, and a certification that the vehicle 
will only be used as permitted under the Code.   
 
The fee for farm-use license plates is one-half of the fee, based on weight, for the 
vehicle if it were registered as a private property carrier under Virginia Code  
§ 46.2-697, plus statutory fees for emergency medical, safety inspection, and, 
where required, emmissions inspection programs.  Without emmissions 
inspection fees, which apply only in select Northern Virginia jurisdictions, the 
annual fees for farm-use license plates range from $26.10 to $675.05.  The fee 
for most farm-use vehicles is $29.75 (for vehicles with gross weights between 
7,500 and 10,000 pounds). 
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A registered farm vehicle is subject to all inspection and insurance requirements. 
 
Attachment L provides the full text of § 46.2-698.  A copy of the application, with 
its certification section, is provided in attachment M. 
 
Issue: 
 
The agencies are concerned about the enforcement of farm-use license plates.  
As with unregistered farm vehicles, the registration of vehicles as farm vehicles is 
also subject to abuse.  Because the permitted uses of registered farm vehicles 
are broad, abuse typically presents itself in the form of false certifications of farm 
ownership in order to obtain the reduced registration fee.  DMV has no system 
for verifying the farm certifications on applications.  In addition, law enforcement 
agencies (both state and local) lack the resources to conduct surveillance on 
suspected abusers to determine whether they are out of compliance. 
 
Action: 
 
The agencies have discussed this issue, but no actions have been taken at this 
time.  They believe that further study of this issue is necessary because of the 
difficulties of enforcement, in general, and the limited resources of the agencies 
to improve enforcement efforts at this time.  The agencies plan to address both 
registered and unregistered farm vehicle concerns in cooperation with 
stakeholders in 2011. 
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Conclusion 
 
The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, and the Department of State Police will continue to work together to 
address the on-going issues presented here, as well as any new problems that 
may arise.   
 
The participants in this effort have developed and endorse legislative proposals 
to resolve some issues.  These will be taken up by the General Assembly in its 
upcoming 2011 session as the proposals are introduced as bills.   
 
Beyond the General Assembly session, the agencies hope new ideas will be 
developed that will provide efficient solutions to the outstanding issues, such as 
the operation of unregistered and registered farm vehicles.  At this time, the 
agencies formally ask for the recommendations of the Commission. 
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§ 46.2-1102. Size limitations inapplicable to farm machinery, agricultural multipurpose 
drying units, and fire-fighting equipment; amber warning lights.  

A. The vehicle size limitations contained in Articles 14 through 17 (§ 46.2-1101 et seq.) 
of this chapter shall not apply to any farm machinery or agricultural multipurpose drying 
unit when such farm machinery or agricultural multipurpose drying unit is temporarily 
propelled, hauled, transported, or moved on the highway by a farm machinery distributor 
or dealer, fertilizer distributor, or farmer in the ordinary course of business. Nor shall 
those limitations apply to fire-fighting equipment of any county, city, town, or fire-fighting 
company or association. Any farm tractor or agricultural multipurpose drying unit wider 
than 108 inches, however, which is so propelled, hauled, transported, or moved on the 
highway shall be equipped with a safety light of a type approved by the Superintendent 
of State Police. The light shall be plainly visible from the rear of the tractor or agricultural 
multipurpose drying unit.  

B. Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, any farm tractor or other farm, 
agricultural, or horticultural vehicle wider than 108 inches may be equipped with an 
amber flashing, blinking, or alternating warning light as provided in § 46.2-1025. Any 
such light may be installed in lieu of or in addition to the safety light described in 
subsection A of this section. The absence of amber flashing, blinking, or alternating 
warning lights on any farm tractor or other farm, agricultural, or horticultural vehicle, as 
authorized under this subsection, shall not constitute negligence, be considered in 
mitigation of damages of whatever nature, be admissible in evidence or be the subject of 
comment by counsel in any action for the recovery of damages arising out of the 
operation, ownership, or maintenance of any motor vehicle or farm tractor, nor shall 
anything in this section change any existing law, rule, or procedure pertaining to any 
such civil action.  
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§ 46.2-1102. Size and weight limitations inapplicable to farm machinery, agricultural 
multipurpose drying units, and fire-fighting equipment; amber warning lights.  

 

A. The Except for restrictions by bridge capacity in § 46.2-1104, the vehicle size and 
weight limitations contained in Articles 14 through 17 (§ 46.2-1101 et seq.) of this 
chapter shall not apply to any farm machinery or agricultural multipurpose drying unit 
when such farm machinery or agricultural multipurpose drying unit is temporarily 
propelled, hauled, transported, or moved on the highway by a farm machinery distributor 
or dealer, fertilizer distributor, or farmer in the ordinary course of business. Nor shall 
those limitations apply to fire-fighting equipment of any county, city, town, or fire-fighting 
company or association. Any farm tractor or agricultural multipurpose drying unit wider 
than 108 inches, however, which is so propelled, hauled, transported, or moved on the 
highway shall be equipped with a safety light of a type approved by the Superintendent 
of State Police. The light shall be plainly visible from the rear of the tractor or agricultural 
multipurpose drying unit.  

  No overweight farm machinery or agricultural multipurpose drying unit may operate on 
an interstate highway under any provision of this section if the vehicle has 

  1. a single axle weight in excess of 20,000 pounds; or 

  2. a tandem axle weight in excess of 34,000 pounds; or 

  3. a gross weight, based on axle spacing, greater than that permitted in § 46.2-1127; or 

 4. a gross weight, regardless of axle spacing, in excess of 80,000 pounds. 
 

B. Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, any farm tractor or other farm, 
agricultural, or horticultural vehicle wider than 108 inches may be equipped with an 
amber flashing, blinking, or alternating warning light as provided in § 46.2-1025. Any 
such light may be installed in lieu of or in addition to the safety light described in 
subsection A of this section. The absence of amber flashing, blinking, or alternating 
warning lights on any farm tractor or other farm, agricultural, or horticultural vehicle, as 
authorized under this subsection, shall not constitute negligence, be considered in 
mitigation of damages of whatever nature, be admissible in evidence or be the subject of 
comment by counsel in any action for the recovery of damages arising out of the 
operation, ownership, or maintenance of any motor vehicle or farm tractor, nor shall 
anything in this section change any existing law, rule, or procedure pertaining to any 
such civil action. 
 
 



ISSUES IMPACTING THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE AND 
CONSUMER SERVICES, MOTOR VEHICLES, AND STATE POLICE 

 
Attachment C: Virginia Code § 46.2-668 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
REPORT TO THE JOINT COMMISSION ON TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNTABILITY 

11/30/2010 
Page 17 of 34 

§ 46.2-668. Vehicles validly registered in other states and used in conjunction with 
harvesting operations.  

A. No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer which is 
validly registered in another state and bears valid license plates issued by that state 
when the use of the vehicle has been contracted for by the owner or lessee of a farm as 
an incidental part of the harvesting of a crop from his farm. This exemption shall only be 
valid while the vehicle is engaged in transporting farm produce from the farm:  

1. As an incidental part of harvesting operations;  

2. Along a public highway for a distance of not more than 20 miles to a storage house, 
packing plant, market, or transportation terminal;  

3. When the use is a seasonal operation; and  

4. When the owner of the vehicle has secured from the Commissioner an exemption 
permit for each vehicle.  

B. The Commissioner, upon receipt of certification by the Superintendent of State Police 
that a vehicle is entitled to the exemption set forth in this subsection and, if the vehicle is 
a qualified highway vehicle under § 58.1-2700, payment of $100, shall issue an 
exemption permit on a form prescribed by him. The exemption permit shall be carried at 
all times by the operator of the vehicle for which it is issued or displayed in a 
conspicuous place on the vehicle. The exemption permit shall be valid for a period of 90 
days from date of issue and shall be renewable by the procedure set forth in the 
foregoing provisions of this section.  
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§ 46.2-668. Vehicles validly registered in other states and used in conjunction with 
harvesting operations.  

A. No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer which is 
validly registered in another state and bears valid license plates issued by that state 
when the use of the vehicle has been contracted for by the owner or lessee of a farm as 
an incidental part of the harvesting of a crop from his farm. This exemption shall only be 
valid while the vehicle is principally engaged in transporting farm produce from the farm:  

1. As an incidental part of harvesting operations;  

2. Along a public highway for a distance of not more than 20 miles to a storage house, 
packing plant, market, or transportation terminal;  

3. When the use is a seasonal operation; and  

4. When the owner of the vehicle has secured from the Commissioner an exemption 
permit for each vehicle.  

B. The Commissioner, upon receipt of certification by the Superintendent of State Police 
an application certifying that a vehicle is entitled to the exemption set forth in this 
subsection and, if the vehicle is a qualified highway vehicle under § 58.1-2700, payment 
of $100 $150, shall issue an exemption permit on a form prescribed by him. The 
exemption permit shall be carried at all times by the operator of the vehicle for which it is 
issued or displayed in a conspicuous place on the vehicle. The exemption permit shall 
be valid for a period of 90 days from date of issue and shall be renewable by the 
procedure set forth in the foregoing provisions of this section. 
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§ 46.2-664. Vehicles used for spraying fruit trees and other plants.  

No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any vehicle on which is securely attached a machine 
for spraying fruit trees and other plants of the owner or lessee of the truck.  

 

§ 46.2-665. Vehicles used for agricultural or horticultural purposes.  

A. No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer used 
exclusively for agricultural or horticultural purposes on lands owned or leased by the 
vehicle's owner.  

B. This exemption shall only apply to pickup trucks, panel trucks, sport utility vehicles, 
and vehicles having a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 7,500 pounds, and trailers 
and semitrailers that are not operated on or over any public highway in this 
Commonwealth for any purpose other than:  

1. Crossing a highway;  

2. Operating along a highway for a distance of no more than thirty miles from one part of 
the owner's land to another, irrespective of whether the tracts adjoin;  

3. Taking the vehicle or attached fixtures to and from a repair shop for repairs;  

4. Taking another vehicle exempt from registration under any provision of §§ 46.2-664 
through 46.2-668 or § 46.2-672, or any part or subcomponent of such a vehicle, to or 
from a repair shop for repairs, including return trips;  

5. Operating along a highway to and from a refuse disposal facility for the purpose of 
disposing of trash and garbage generated on a farm; or  

6. Operating along a highway for a distance of no more than thirty miles for the purpose 
of obtaining supplies for agricultural or horticultural purposes, seeds, fertilizers, 
chemicals, or animal feed and returning.  

 

§ 46.2-666. Vehicles used for seasonal transportation of farm produce and 
livestock.  

No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee prescribed for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer 
owned by the owner or lessee of a farm and used by him on a seasonal basis in 
transporting farm produce and livestock along public highways for a distance of no more 
than thirty miles or the distance to the nearest storage house, packing plant, or market, 
but in no event more than fifty miles. The provisions of this section shall only apply to 
pickup trucks, panel trucks, sport utility vehicles, and vehicles having a gross vehicle 
weight rating greater than 7,500 pounds, and trailers and semitrailers.  
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§ 46.2-670. Vehicles owned by farmers and used to transport certain wood 
products.  

No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer owned by a 
farm owner when the vehicle is operated or moved along a highway for no more than 
twenty miles between a sawmill or sawmill site and his farm to transport sawdust, wood 
shavings, slab wood, and other wood wastes. The provisions of this section shall only 
apply to pickup trucks, panel trucks, sport utility vehicles, and vehicles having a gross 
vehicle weight rating greater than 7,500 pounds, and trailers and semitrailers.  

 

§ 46.2-672. Certain vehicles transporting fertilizer, cotton, or peanuts.  

No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any motor vehicle or trailer, semitrailer, or fertilizer 
spreader drawn by a farm tractor used by a farmer, his tenant, agent or employee or a 
cotton ginner, peanut buyer, or fertilizer distributor to transport unginned cotton, peanuts, 
or fertilizer owned by the farmer, cotton ginner, peanut buyer, or fertilizer distributor from 
one farm to another, from farm to gin, from farm to dryer, from farm to market, or from 
fertilizer distributor to farm and on return to the distributor.  

The provisions of this section shall not apply to vehicles operated on a for-hire basis.  

 

§ 46.2-673. Return trips of exempted farm vehicles.  

No person shall be required to obtain the registration certificate, license plates and 
decals, or pay a registration fee for any farm vehicle exempted from registration under 
the provisions of this article when that vehicle is:  

1. Making a return trip from any marketplace;  

2. Transporting back to a farm ordinary and essential food and other products for home 
and farm use; or  

3. Transporting supplies to the farm.  
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§ 20-51.  Exempt from registration. 
The following shall be exempt from the requirement of registration and certificate of 

title: 
(1) Any such vehicle driven or moved upon a highway in conformance 

with the provisions of this Article relating to manufacturers, dealers, or 
nonresidents. 

(2) Any such vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only for 
the purpose of crossing such highway from one property to another. 

(3) Any implement of husbandry, farm tractor, road construction or 
maintenance machinery or other vehicle which is not self-propelled 
that was designed for use in work off the highway and which is 
operated on the highway for the purpose of going to and from such 
nonhighway projects. 

(4) Any vehicle owned and operated by the government of the United 
States. 

(5) Farm tractors equipped with rubber tires and trailers or semitrailers 
when attached thereto and when used by a farmer, his tenant, agent, 
or employee in transporting his own farm implements, farm supplies, 
or farm products from place to place on the same farm, from one farm 
to another, from farm to market, or from market to farm. This 
exemption shall extend also to any tractor, implement of husbandry, 
and trailer or semitrailer while on any trip within a radius of 10 miles 
from the point of loading, provided that the vehicle does not exceed a 
speed of 35 miles per hour. This section shall not be construed as 
granting any exemption to farm tractors, implements of husbandry, 
and trailers or semitrailers which are operated on a for-hire basis, 
whether money or some other thing of value is paid or given for the 
use of such tractors, implements of husbandry, and trailers or 
semitrailers. 

(6) Any trailer or semitrailer attached to and drawn by a properly licensed 
motor vehicle when used by a farmer, his tenant, agent, or employee 
in transporting unginned cotton, peanuts, soybeans, corn, hay, 
tobacco, silage, cucumbers, potatoes, all vegetables, fruits, 
greenhouse and nursery plants and flowers, Christmas trees, 
fertilizers or chemicals purchased or owned by the farmer or tenant for 
personal use in implementing husbandry, irrigation pipes, loaders, or 
equipment owned by the farmer or tenant from place to place on the 
same farm, from one farm to another, from farm to gin, from farm to 
dryer, or from farm to market, and when not operated on a for-hire 
basis. The term "transporting" as used herein shall include the actual 
hauling of said products and all unloaded travel in connection 
therewith. 

(7) Those small farm trailers known generally as tobacco-handling 
trailers, tobacco trucks or tobacco trailers when used by a farmer, his 
tenant, agent or employee, when transporting or otherwise handling 
tobacco in connection with the pulling, tying or curing thereof. 
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(8) Any vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only for the 
purpose of crossing or traveling upon such highway from one side to 
the other provided the owner or lessee of the vehicle owns the fee or 
a leasehold in all the land along both sides of the highway at the place 
or crossing. 

(9) Mopeds as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(27)d1. 
(10) Devices which are designed for towing private passenger motor 

vehicles or vehicles not exceeding 5,000 pounds gross weight. These 
devices are known generally as "tow dollies." A tow dolly is a 
two-wheeled device without motive power designed for towing 
disabled motor vehicles and is drawn by a motor vehicle in the same 
manner as a trailer. 

(11) Devices generally called converter gear or dollies consisting of a 
tongue attached to either a single or tandem axle upon which is 
mounted a fifth wheel and which is used to convert a semitrailer to a 
full trailer for the purpose of being drawn behind a truck tractor and 
semitrailer. 

(12) Motorized wheelchairs or similar vehicles not exceeding 1,000 pounds 
gross weight when used for pedestrian purposes by a handicapped 
person with a mobility impairment as defined in G.S. 20-37.5. 

(13) Any vehicle registered in another state and operated temporarily 
within this State by a public utility, a governmental or cooperative 
provider of utility services, or a contractor for one of these entities for 
the purpose of restoring utility services in an emergency outage. 

(14) Electric personal assistive mobility devices as defined in G.S. 
20-4.01(7a). 

(15) Any vehicle that meets all of the following: 
a. Is designed for use in work off the highway. 
b. Is used for agricultural quarantine programs under the 

supervision of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 

c. Is driven or moved on the highway for the purpose of going to 
and from nonhighway projects. 

d. Is identified in a manner approved by the Division of Motor 
Vehicles. 

e. Is operated by a person who possesses an identification card 
issued by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 

(16) A vehicle that meets all of the following conditions is exempt from the 
requirement of registration and certificate of title. The provisions of 
G.S. 105-449.117 continue to apply to the vehicle and to the person in 
whose name the vehicle would be registered. 
a. Is an agricultural spreader vehicle. An "agricultural spreader 

vehicle" is a vehicle that is designed for off-highway use on a 
farm to spread fertilizer, seed, lime, or other agricultural 
products on a field. 
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b. Is driven on the highway only for the purpose of going from the 
location of its supply source for fertilizer or other products to 
and from a farm. 

c. Does not exceed a speed of 35 miles per hour. 
d. Does not drive outside a radius of 50 miles from the location of 

its supply source for fertilizer and other products. 
e. Is driven by a person who has a license appropriate for the 

class of the vehicle. 
f. Is insured under a motor vehicle liability policy in the amount 

required under G.S. 20-309. 
g. Displays a valid federal safety inspection decal if the vehicle 

has a gross vehicle weight rating of at least 10,001 pounds. 
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§ 46.2-698. Fees for farm vehicles.  

A. The fees for registration of farm motor vehicles having gross weights of 7,500 pounds 
or more, when such vehicles are used exclusively for farm use as defined in this section, 
shall be one-half of the fee per 1,000 pounds of gross weight for private carriers as 
calculated under the provisions of § 46.2-697 and one-half of the fee for overload 
permits under § 46.2-1128, but the annual registration fee to be paid for each farm 
vehicle shall not be less than $15.  

B. A farm motor vehicle is used exclusively for farm use:  

1. When owned by a person who is engaged either as an owner, renter, or operator of a 
farm of a size reasonably requiring the use of such vehicle or vehicles and when such 
vehicle is:  

a. Used in the transportation of agricultural products of the farm he is working to market, 
or to other points for sale or processing, or when used to transport materials, tools, 
equipment, or supplies which are to be used or consumed on the farm he is working, or 
when used for any other transportation incidental to the regular operation of such farm;  

b. Used in transporting forest products, including forest materials originating on a farm or 
incident to the regular operation of a farm, to the farm he is working or transporting for 
any purpose forest products which originate on the farm he is working; or  

c. Used in the transportation of farm produce, supplies, equipment, or materials to a farm 
not worked by him, pursuant to a mutual cooperative agreement.  

2. When the nonfarm use of such motor vehicle is limited to the personal use of the 
owner and his immediate family in attending church or school, securing medical 
treatment or supplies, or securing other household or family necessities.  

C. As used in this section, the term "farm" means one or more areas of land used for the 
production, cultivation, growing, or harvesting of agricultural products, but does not 
include a tree farm that is not also a nursery or Christmas tree farm, unless it is part of 
what otherwise is a farm. As used in this section, the term "agricultural products" means 
any nursery plants; Christmas trees; horticultural, viticultural, and other cultivated plants 
and crops; aquaculture; dairy; livestock; poultry; bee; or other farm products.  

D. The first application for registration of a vehicle under this section shall be made on 
forms provided by the Department and shall include:  

1. The location and acreage of each farm on which the vehicle to be registered is to be 
used;  

2. The type of agricultural commodities, poultry, dairy products or livestock produced on 
such farms and the approximate amounts produced annually;  

3. A statement, signed by the vehicle's owner, that the vehicle to be registered will only 
be used for one or more of the purposes specified in subsection B of this section; and  
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4. Other information required by the Department.  

The above information is not required for the renewal of a vehicle's registration under 
this section.  

E. The Department shall issue appropriately designated license plates for those motor 
vehicles registered under this section. The manner in which such license plates are 
designated shall be at the discretion of the Commissioner.  

F. The owner of a farm vehicle shall inform the Commissioner within 30 days or at the 
time of his next registration renewal, whichever comes first, when such vehicle is no 
longer used exclusively for farm use as defined in this section, and shall pay the 
appropriate registration fee for the vehicle based on its type of operation. It shall 
constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor to: (i) operate or to permit the operation of any farm 
motor vehicle for which the fee for registration and license plates is herein prescribed on 
any highway in the Commonwealth without first having paid the prescribed registration 
fee; or (ii) operate or permit the operation of any motor vehicle, registered under this 
section, for purposes other than as provided under subsection B of this section; or (iii) 
operate as a for-hire vehicle.  

G. Nothing in this section shall affect the exemptions of agricultural and horticultural 
vehicles under §§ 46.2-664 through 46.2-670.  

H. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, vehicles licensed under this section 
may be used by volunteer rescue squad members and volunteer firefighters in 
responding to emergency calls, in reporting for regular duty, and in attending squad 
meetings and drills. 
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